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BBC One Ten O’Clock News,  
Thursday 29 August 2013 



Monday 26 August 2013, Urm Al-Kubra, Aleppo (five days 
after Ghouta chemical attack) 

 Syrian fighter jet drops an incendiary bomb containing 
“something like napalm or thermite” first on a residential 
building and then a school playground 

 "Scores of children with napalm-like burns over their 
bodies”- over 10 killed 

 “There were no shrapnel injuries or loss of blood, typical of 
most aerial bombs”  

 BBC reporter Ian Pannell and cameraman Darren Conway, 
in Syria filming for Panorama, record the aftermath 

 Two British doctors from the charity Hand in Hand for Syria 
who are being followed by the Panorama crew take charge 
of the situation 

 Report broadcast on BBC 10 O’Clock News on 29 August 
2013 as MPs vote on whether to intervene in Syria 
 
 
 
 



One month later the BBC broadcasts a 
Panorama special ‘Saving Syria’s Children’ 
which presents an extended sequence of the 
aftermath of the alleged incendiary attack… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Ian Pannell 

Reporting from the Americas and Syria since 2011 for BBC 
Television, Radio and Online. Previously posted in South Asia, 
Afghanistan, Egypt and the UK. (LinkedIn) 



Darren Conway 

“...for his services to British 
broadcast journalism” 



Dr Rola Hallam 

“Rola’s family is from Syria and she lived here [Syria] as a child. Now 
she’s an intensive care doctor in London, specialising in paediatric 
medicine” –  
Ian Pannell, Saving Syria’s Children 
 



“She's a former British Army Captain who 
served in Bosnia, has a Masters in 
International Human Rights and 
Humanitarian Law and works as a 
freelance filmmaker and medic, reporting 
on stories concerning healthcare in the 
UK and around the world.  

Dr Saleyha Ahsan 



It is vital to remember the context. This massive propaganda 
broadcast…  …was put out by the BBC just before the crucial 
vote by the Commons on the government’s request to go to 
war with Syria, in order to “save Syrian civilians”. 
 
 





“This footage was first aired on BBC’s ten 
o’clock news on August 29 2013, just as the 
UK parliament were debating possible military 
intervention in Syria. As it happens the motion 
for intervention was unexpectedly defeated by 
a narrow majority. If this had not happened 
the BBC’s footage would unquestionably have 
served as very timely and useful PR in support 
of the coming war against Assad.” 



The world’s response: RT ‘The 
Truthseeker’ – March 2014 

 



“A full enquiry must be launched into why the 
BBC used a piece of material which was not just 
wrong, but was falsified – and falsified with the 
purpose of propelling our country into war” – 
George Galloway 



Dr Christopher Davidson, Reader in Middle East Politics, Durham 
University, author “After the Sheikhs: The Coming Collapse of the 
Gulf Monarchies” (Oxford University Press, 2013) 



Please read and consider very carefully this brilliant dissection of the 
BBC’s propaganda blitz on Syria, at the time when the security 
establishment were trying to propel us into war against Assad, before 
they decided it was just as profitable to have a war against Assad’s 
enemies. For the security establishment and arms industry, any 
dream will do. 
 

 …this is very, very important 
 
 



GMC registered practising doctor:  
 

I have watched the panorama BBC documentary. Makes for 
interesting viewing but I think the scene of the school children 
coming in with the burns was an act. 
 
I worked on trauma and orthopaedics last year for four months, 
so I have worked with burns victims first hand. These victims 
displayed what appeared to be "less painful" burns. They were 
able to sit down, be touched by others even talk. This is not 
how a severe burn victim would present.  



GMC registered practising doctor:  
 

Most victims: 
 
* would be screaming the place down in agony. Even after 
treatment and with all sorts of pain drugs they still hurt and still 
scream. 
* Many burns victims cannot even focus enough to follow 
instructions such as sit down and wait because of pain. This 
young boy, I found very odd (I don't think it is cultural thing as 
pain is pain and it can drive a person mad). 
* would have difficulties with their airways, almost 
immediately, hence in the UK many are intubated and treated 
in ITU. This shows them able to speak and breathing very well 
no obvious signs of respiratory distress like coughing, shallow 
breathing etc. In such an attack the poisons are inhaled. 
 



GMC registered practising doctor:  
 

* when they came to the hospital they have evidence of this 
white powder on their skin but not evident burn blisters which 
fill with fluid with in minutes. Some are shown with skin 
hanging off but the flesh beneath is not that convincing it 
actually looks like more skin. 
 



I am obliged to say, having personally been in my career in rather similar 
conflict situations, I was struck by the strange absence of panic and 
screaming both by patients and surrounding family – I have seen people in 
that sort of pain and situation and they are not that quiet and stoic, in any 
culture.  Email, 31 March 2014  
 

 



Testimony of FSA commander 
I made contact with a local investigation team in Syria who provided the 
testimony of a “Commander of the Free Syrian Army in Urum Al Kubrah” 
who was based in Aleppo province in August 2013:  
 

“We the fighters of the Free Syrian Army in the North West areas of 
the City of Aleppo we declare that we were present in this region in 
August 2013 and we did not meet any air strike with the substance of 
Napalm on Urum al Kubra or on any other region in the North West 
Aleppo countryside and we deny the cheap fabrication of the BBC 
and of the stations that imitate her because it undermine the 
credibility of the Free Syrian Army. Saying this we do not hesitate to 
criminalize the criminal acts of the Assad regime and its murderous 
extermination of its people. And we have done a field investigation 
with the help of the delegate of the Free Syrian Red Crescent and this 
has conducted us to confirm what we are saying : no victims, no traces 
and no memory with anybody of the alleged air strikes with the 
substance of Napalm.”     September 2014 

 



The commander has offered to: 
 

 Provide BBC journalists with safe transit from Turkey to Urm 
Al-Kubra to interview witnesses 

 Provide a full statement to the BBC  
 Testify publicly under appropriate international protections 

 
 
Note: one might well expect a commander in the FSA to 
endorse any report that paints the Syrian government in a bad 
light    



Transcript of conversation between lead Syrian investigator and 
team member who interviewed a local resident - 27 July 2014 

Lead investigator:  Does he live there? I’m sorry, does that person 
live there? 
Team member:  He lives there, yes. 
Lead investigator: At Urum Al Koubra? 
Team member:  Yes. I told him: “What are you talking about? Is it 
possible?” He told me: “We didn’t hear about such a thing.” He told 
me: “We hear about them launching rockets, homemade rockets, 
there is a lot. But we never ever heard there is such a thing …” And 
when I told him about the event that it burns (about the Napalm 
bomb) … He told me: “We never had something like that, never, 
never. Nor did we ever hear about it.” I told him: “Did you maybe 
get out of the region at a specific time and then come back”? He 
told me: “Even if I would have left the people keep on talking about 
this thing, I would have known about it”.  



When did the attack happen? 







“The day Monday 26 August, the time 5:30 to 6 
in the evening, yes, more or less.” 

Alleged eyewitness Abu Youssef  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CJE7nytrBcg  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CJE7nytrBcg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CJE7nytrBcg




Darren Conway, Frontline Club, 15 October 2014 



Darren Conway: It was the end 
of the day, yeah, I mean I don’t 
remember the exact time but we 
were there, we only arrived in the 
afternoon, we were at that 
hospital on our way out of the 
country for about I don’t know, 
20, 30 minutes before it 
happened and then it became 
dark not long after, so I would 
say it was around, I don’t know, 
between three and five, 
something like that. 



 

Ian Pannell: “The attack happened on the 26th of August at around 5.30pm at the end 
of the school day.” 
Darren Conway:  “I would say it was around, I don’t know, between three and five, 
something like that.”  
 

NB: If Conway is referring to his perspective at Atareb Hospital (14 minutes from the 
attack location) the discrepancy between his account and Pannell’s is even greater 
 

Access to the time code on Conway’s footage could clear the matter up 

Location of alleged attack  

Atareb Hospital, where 
Conway filmed victims  



The interview is live streamed – Frontline's 
programme editor promises video to follow  



• Alex Thomson 
• John Simpson 
• John Pilger 
• Matt Frei 
• Alex Crawford 
• Martin Bell 
• Paul Mason 
• Bill Neely 
• Nick Robinson 
• Jon Snow 
• Lindsey Hillsum 
• Richard 

Sambrook 
• Allan Little 
• Jeremy Bowen 



But two months later... 
17/12/2014 
 
Dear Robert Stuart, 
 
Apologies for the late reply. 
 
A few edits have had to be made to the video for security reasons and I 
hope to have it online early next year. 
 
Best, 
Millicent 
 
Millicent Teasdale 

Programme Editor & ManagerFrontline Club Charitable Trust 

www.frontlineclub.com 

13 Norfolk Place Paddington W2 1QJ 
P: +44(0)20 74798944 
M: +44 (0) 7941397470 

@MFTeasdale 

http://www.frontlineclub.com/


March 2015 – Frontline website 
“The video from Darren Conway’s 

Reflections has not been put on the 
Frontline Club site to protect those 

colleagues whose names were 
mentioned that work in extremely 
dangerous locations. Everyone is 

aware of the extreme risk that 
journalists are facing today in places 

such as Syria and DC wants to do 
everything possible to prevent them 

from being put at further risk, 
something that we at the Frontline 
Club of course support. This is the 

only reason why DC’s Frontline Club 
session is being held back and, as 
soon as it is deemed safe for the 

individuals concerned, it will be made 
available on our site.” 



 



 



 

“Syrian 
student 
Mughira al-
Sharif 
demonstrates 
against the 
Assad regime 
in front of the 
Syrian 
Consulate in 
Istanbul.” 
 
 



One of the demonstrators is 20-year-old student Mughira al-Sharif. 
He came to Istanbul from the Syrian city of Derra to study 
computer engineering. 
 
At a nearby coffee shop Sharif explains that, in between his studies, 
he has begun to devote more and more time to help bring down 
the Syrian regime. 
 







With #Idlib Martyrs 
Brigade. #Syria 
#Freedom #FSA  



#Syria 
#revolution 
#war #Assad 
#idlib #RPG 



The youngest 
revolutionary!! 
#syria #idlib 
#revolution #child 
# free  syria 
#freedom #future  





Somewhere in 
#syria with some 
friends #revolution 
#victory #smile 
#peace #dignity 

26 August 2013 



The formation of 
the special 
battalions and God 
Mahana  |;-) #fsa 
#syria #suriye 
#freedom #zafer 
#revolution  27 August 2013 



 



 



Dr Rola Hallam and Hand in Hand for Syria 

“Rola’s family is from Syria and she lived here as a child. Now she’s an 
intensive care doctor in London, specialising in paediatric medicine” –  
Ian Pannell, Saving Syria’s Children 
 



“I just feel that the world has failed  
Syria for the last two and half years  
and now is the time to act”  
 

BBC Newsnight, 30 August 2013  
(day after vote on military intervention) 
 
 
“People were just so tired of living under constant shelling 
everyone was just like ‘if the Americans are going to come 
and bomb us to make it stop, then let’s do it’”  
 

How Should the World Protect Syria's Children?, Save the 
Children event, London, 27 November 2013 
  
 



The crisis has had a very personal impact on Rola’s 
family. Her father, also a doctor, helped coordinate 
medical logistics from inside Syria in the early days 
of the uprising. He is now involved politically with 
the Syrian National Council.  



2012: Dr. Mousa al-Kurdi addresses Friends 
of Syria summit, Istanbul 

 
Al Jazeera interview: 
 Turkish Foreign Minister Ahmet 
Davutoğlu “hugged me as a very 
good friend, although I never met 
him” 
 Dr al-Kurdi told Davutoğlu 
“You’re not doing enough”  
 Dr al-Kurdi Demanded of 
Davutoğlu and other foreign 
ministers (USA, Canada) “either you 
defend us or you arm the Syrian 
Free Army to defend us – you have 
the choice” 
 “I think the community has 
recognised that the SNC is.. .. the 
representative of all Syrians” 
 

 

“The Syrian National Council [SNC] 
called on me to present a general 
picture about what is happening in 
Syria” Dr Mousa al-Kurdi 



November 2013 

 



“...he’s certainly not a member of the Syrian 
National Council; he is a gynaecologist, erm, 
and erm, erm, who like most Syrians has 
taken an interest in what’s happening in his 
country” 
 
Dr Rola Hallam 
Save the  
Children event, 
November 2013 

 
  



Alleged chemical attack, Saraqeb, 29 April 2013 



Hand in Hand for Syria 

Original logo 

Revised logo, 2014 





Co-founder’s former Facebook banner  



“Liked” by fellow co-founder 



The Commission notes that two of the concerns raised within the complaint 
relate to historical issues that have since been addressed by the trustees. 
The Commission understands that the photograph on the personal 
Facebook page was removed in July 2014; similarly we are aware that the 
Charity took proactive steps to amend their logo in 2014. The Commission is 
not aware of any further concerns or complaints in relation to these issues 
or any similar issues, and we are therefore satisfied that they do not 
represent a present or on-going concern in relation to the Charity. 



Hand in Hand for Syria nurse 





June 2014 - same nurse pictured treating 
fifteen year old “fighter” 

Site celebrates the child's three years in the 
"revolutionary movement” 









You have raised concerns about a nurse working for the Charity appearing to 
attend to a child combatant, with the implication being that the Charity is 
celebrating or supporting violence. Having reviewed the material that you 
have provided in relation to this, and from our own enquiries, the 
Commission is not satisfied that there is sufficient verifiable evidence to 
substantiate your concerns in this regard. 



 

Many have claimed this scene is acted 













 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 









“Most of the victims walked or staggered into the hospital because there 
were not enough ambulances, stretchers or staff to assist them. They 
were in shock, in agony, confused and panicking. Their responses are not 
for us to judge.” 
 
“The boy in the white shirt, second from the right appears relatively 
unscathed.”  
 
BBC Complaints, 2 December 2013 
 
 



More acting at the hospital gate? 



 

Question: how old would you say this woman is? And the man 
claiming to be her father?  



 



 



 



Later the same day inside the hospital… 

 





“… we are all kids who haven’t turned 
18 years of age yet” 



Dress and headscarf are the same, but the woman on the right 
claims  to be a schoolgirl under 18 

Scrutiny of the relevant material makes it clear that these are 
two separate individuals 



Note that it is dark outside. 
The medic is saying that the younger woman did NOT 
need to be evacuated, whereas Dr Ahsan has said the 

older woman (filmed at the gate in daylight) was 
outside waiting to be evacuated to Turkey 



Why would two 
different ‘victims’ 
apparently share 

the same 
clothes?  

 
Was a “wardrobe 
department” in 

operation at 
Atareb Hospital? 



Another actress? 



BBC One Ten O’Clock News, “Agony of victims of 'napalm-like' school 
bombing”, 30 September 2013 

 

Who is westerner at Atareb Hospital  











 
“I have no idea who the man pictured is. He may be either 
working with the medical charity we were filming with or at the 
hospital where the patients are being delivered. As far as I’m 
aware he’s not someone working for BBC Panorama – though it’s 
perfectly possible he’s a BBC News safety advisor as BBC News 
(whom Ian and Darren normally work for) have to use security 
advisors in Category One hostile areas like Syria because it’s so 
bloody dangerous. We don’t normally name them as it’s sensitive 
for their own long-term security.” 
 
Tom Giles, Editor, ‘Saving Syria’s Children’,  
email 22 March 2015  
 











More anomalies 

“...seven martyrs and 
about 50 wounded from 
the religious college for 
women and girls”.  
 
Fighter speaking in You Tube 
video shot at Atareb 
Hospital, 26 August 2013 
(private translation)  

The vast majority of victims we see in the BBC’s footage are 
adolescent and older males 



Who was staffing Atareb on 26 August 2013?  

“The Atareb 
Hospital 
personnel 
are 
attending a 
battle first 
aid training 
course in 
Antakia, 
Turkey.” 



Atareb Hospital surgeon Abdulrahman Obied,  
26 August 2013, Antakia, Turkey 

Question: Was Dr Obied in touch with events at Atareb Hospital? 







 



Question: were all these 
medics regular Atareb staff 
members?  





HOSPEX “macro simulation” 
BBC Newsnight, 11 August 2014 



HOSPEX “macro simulation”: Newsnight, 11 August 2014 

“Emergency medicine doctor Saleyha Ahsan has been investigating a 
valuable if traumatic benefit that the Afghan experience might bring to 
medical training within the NHS at a fake Camp Bastion that treats 
seriously-looking, but entirely fake battlefield injuries.”   
 
 
  

“The principle behind macro simulation 
is that it’s as close to reality as possible. 
Actors and make-up artists mimic even 
the most  severe of injuries” 
 

“In charge of the whole operation is 
doctor and army brigadier Kevin Beaton. 
He was my squadron commander in 
Bosnia and inspired me to study 
medicine”  
 

Dr Saleyha Ahsan  
  



 



 



Army Medic, April 2008 
“The site, which covers over two 
hectares, contains every 
department including operating 
theatres, A+E, ITU, X-ray, Labs and 
Wards etc, and it can be re-
configured in hours to facilitate 
any medical training exercise, 
including Chemical, Biological, 
Radiological and Nuclear (CBRN) 
simulations.” 
 
“Realism has to be an essential 
element of any simulated training 
package and so the casualties that 
we put through the facility are as 
close to the real thing as possible. 
To that end, we use trained actors 
and amputees who are actors, who 
have been dressed and made up 
by professional casualty simulation 
(make-up) artists who normally 
work in the film industry.” 



HOSPEX or Saving Syria’s Children?  



HOSPEX or Saving Syria’s Children?  



HOSPEX or Saving Syria’s Children?  



HOSPEX or Saving Syria’s Children?  



HOSPEX or Saving Syria’s Children?  









“..understanding of 
the visual and 
emotional effects on a 
casualty presenting 
with a CBRN 
contamination, from 
the blistering from 
mustard gas to small 
pox and the effect of 
a nerve agent on the 
body” 



 
“Trauma FX CASSIM  
[Casualty Simulation] 
support to the MOD is 
varied and can often 
be very specific to 
particular military and 
medical training 
objectives” 



 

“we can easily travel 
international as we are a 
mobile team and can work 
in any location” 



 



 



Simbodies… 

 

“Our collection of 
SIMBODIES demonstrates a 

variety of injuries from crush 
injuries, blast and burns to 
fragmentation wounds. We 

understand that attention to 
detail is crucial, so 

distinguishing features such 
as body hair, eyes and teeth 
are visible. we endeavor to 

make our SIMBODIES 
realistically graphic without 

being unduly gory.” 



 







 







14 June 2014 

Hi Robert , I see 
that I am in this 
picture , but I do 
not want other 
people get to see 
this picture. 
Would you like to 
remove the 
picture please? 
Thanks! 

Woman’s name 
and profile image 
are hidden in this 
slide 





 



Who is she? 

• Amstelveen - suburb of Amsterdam 
• Kamishli/Qamishli - city in north-eastern Syria on Turkish border. Kurds are the 
predominant ethnic group. Significant Christian minority, partly made up of Armenians.  
• Woman’s name may denote mixed Armenian and Kurdish heritage 
• Private research suggests she is “the third daughter of an Armenian pro-Assad Family” 



Travel between Syria and Netherlands 



Off Facebook around time of incident 

10 September 
2013 

9 August 2013 

Alleged incendiary attack  
26 August 2013 













 
 Syrian roots 
 Recent (2012) history 
of travel to Syria  
 Absence from 
Facebook in the weeks 
surrounding the alleged 
attack  
 Expressed concern at 
being recognised in 
“napalm bomb” images 
 Resemblance to 
woman in You Tube 
video   
 



 
 Journalists: this 
woman is only in the 
Netherlands  
– Was she in Aleppo 
in August 2013? 
– If so, why?  
– Has she suffered 
napalm/thermite 
burns? 
 



July 2014 – BBC Worldwide begins blocking 
all You Tube copies of Saving Syria’s Children 



The BBC iPlayer version of 
‘Saving Syria’s Children’ 
expired on 30 September 
2014 (17 October with 
British Sign Language).  



One view... 





 



 



I wish to appeal against the BBC’s rejection of my request under the Freedom of 
Information Act 2000 for documents pertaining to the September 2013 BBC One Panorama 
programme ‘Saving Syria’s Children’ and related BBC News reports.  
 

I understand the BBC’s reports to have contravened Article 20 of the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights which states: 
 

1. Any propaganda for war shall be prohibited by law. 
2. Any advocacy of national, racial or religious hatred that constitutes incitement to 

discrimination, hostility or violence shall be prohibited by law. 
 

I believe that the BBC’s rejection of my request represents an obstruction to the pursuit of a 
prosecution under the covenant, to which the United Kingdom is a signatory. 
 

I have previously communicated my concerns regarding ‘Saving Syria’s Children’ to the 
Metropolitan Police. 
 

Yours faithfully 
 

Robert Stuart 
https://bbcpanoramasavingsyriaschildren.wordpress.com/ 

https://bbcpanoramasavingsyriaschildren.wordpress.com/2016/01/27/bbc-rejects-saving-syrias-children-freedom-of-information-request/
https://bbcpanoramasavingsyriaschildren.wordpress.com/2016/01/14/saving-syrias-children-freedom-of-information-request/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Covenant_on_Civil_and_Political_Rights
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Covenant_on_Civil_and_Political_Rights
http://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/ccpr.aspx
https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=IV-4&chapter=4&lang=en
https://bbcpanoramasavingsyriaschildren.wordpress.com/2016/02/05/email-to-metropolitan-police-re-saving-syrias-children-29-march-2014/
https://bbcpanoramasavingsyriaschildren.wordpress.com/


29th February 2016 
Case Reference Number FS50617034 
 
Dear Mr Stuart 
 

Your ref: Saving Syria's Children 
Your information request to the BBC 
 
Thank you for your correspondence of 11/02/16 
in which you make a complaint about the above 
public authority’s handling of your request for 
information dated 14/01/16. 
 
Your complaint has been accepted as eligible for 
further consideration and will be allocated to a 
case officer as soon as possible. 
 
Information Commissioner’s Office 
 



My own opinion is that there was a genuine attack, but that the 
coverage of it was deliberately enhanced and exaggerated to a 
very large degree 



Did The 
BBC 
Lie? 


