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Kirsty Wark: “Emergency medicine doctor Saleyha Ahsan has been investigating a valuable if 
traumatic benefit that the Afghan experience might bring to medical training within the NHS at 
a fake Camp Bastion that treats seriously-looking, but entirely fake battlefield injuries”

Newsnight, BBC2, 11 August 2014 – HOSPEX (Hospital Exercises) 



Saleyha Ahsan (describing the British Army medical services “HOSPEX” exercises in York): 
“It’s a method called macro-simulation, replicating exactly the conditions medics will face 
in the field”. 



Saleyha Ahsan: “The principle behind macro simulation is that it’s as close to reality as 
possible. Actors and make-up artists mimic even the most severe of injuries”



Saleyha Ahsan: “In charge of the whole operation is doctor and army brigadier Kevin 
Beaton. He was my squadron commander in Bosnia and inspired me to study medicine” 



Saleyha Ahsan: “It’s looking quite gruesome already – but it is fake, it’s not real”



“She's a former British Army 
Captain who served in Bosnia”



“I came out to support 
the revolution… …then I 
worked in the hospital to 
look after the wounded 

fighters”

Dr Saleyha Ahsan, 
speaking about her time 
in Libya, You Tube video, 

2012



“Trauma FX ..are 
specialist in 

simulating CBRN 
[Chemical, 
Biological, 

Radiological and 
Nuclear] injuries 
and conditions”



“..we can easily 
travel international 
as we are a mobile 
team and can work 

in any location”





BBC1 News at Ten 
Thursday 29 
August 2013



 Attack occurs Monday 26 August 2013, at Urm Al-Kubra, Aleppo (five days after 
Ghouta chemical attack)
 Syrian fighter jet drops an incendiary bomb containing “something like napalm 

or thermite”, first on a residential building and then a school playground
 "Scores of children with napalm-like burns over their bodies”, over 10 killed
 “There were no shrapnel injuries or loss of blood, typical of most aerial bombs” 
 BBC reporter Ian Pannell and cameraman Darren Conway, in Syria filming for 

Panorama, record the aftermath as victims arrive at nearby Atareb Hospital
 Two British doctors from the charity Hand in Hand for Syria, Rola Hallam and 

Saleyha Ahsan, take charge of the situation
 Full length Panorama special Saving Syria’s Children broadcast a month later 

features extended footage of the incident



“This footage was first aired on BBC’s ten 
o’clock news on August 29 2013, just as the 
UK parliament were debating possible military 
intervention in Syria. As it happens the motion 
for intervention was unexpectedly defeated by 
a narrow majority. If this had not happened 
the BBC’s footage would unquestionably have 
served as very timely and useful PR in support 
of the coming war against Assad.”



Dr Saleyha Ahsan, 
former British Army 
Captain

Dr Rola Hallam, 
executive of 
British charity 
Hand in Hand 
for Syria



“[Dr Rola Hallam’s] father, also a doctor, helped 
coordinate medical logistics from inside Syria in 

the early days of the uprising. He is now involved 
politically with the Syrian National Council.”

Saleyha Ahsan, Medicine as a weapon of war in 
Syria, Open Security, 6 February 2013

Rola Hallam

Saleyha Ahsan



“Either you defend us 
or you arm the Syrian 
Free Army to defend 
us – you have the 
choice!”  

Dr Mousa al-Kurdi, 
addressing Foreign 
Ministers of Turkey, 
USA and Canada, 
Friends of Syria 
summit, Istanbul, 2012

Dr Mousa al-Kurdi (Dr Rola Hallam’s father)

Mousa al-Kurdi



Abdulrahman Obied, 
Medical Director of Atareb 
Hospital with Dr Rola 
Hallam (August 2013) 

Iessa Obied, 
Abdulrahman’s 
brother. (Facebook, 
16 January 2013)

Hand in Hand for Syria 
executive Dr Rola Hallam 
(Saving Syria’s Children) 



Iessa Obied, Facebook, 
Nov 2012 – Nov 2013



Hand in Hand for Syria logo

Original logo

Revised logo, 2014





“They were able to sit down, be touched by others even talk. This is not how a 
severe burn victim would present. Most victims:

• would be screaming the place down in agony. Even after treatment and 
with all sorts of pain drugs they still hurt and still scream.

• would have difficulties with their airways, almost immediately... This shows 
them able to speak and breathing very well no obvious signs 
of respiratory distress like coughing, 
shallow breathing etc..”



“Some are shown with skin hanging off but the flesh beneath is not that 
convincing it actually looks like more skin.”













Syria crisis: Incendiary bomb victims 'like the walking dead’, BBC News at Ten, 29 August 2013



Clinical Training on a 
Grand Scale, Army 
Medic, 2008.

Feature on the Army 
Medical Services 
Training Centre 
(AMSTC) near York, 
location of the 
HOSPEX exercise seen 
in Newsnight





“We the fighters of the Free Syrian Army in the North West areas of the 
City of Aleppo we declare that we were present in this region in August 
2013 and we did not meet any air strike with the substance of 
Napalm on Urum al Kubra or on any other region in the North West 
Aleppo countryside and we deny the cheap fabrication of the BBC and 
of the stations that imitate her because it undermine the credibility of 
the Free Syrian Army.”
Former commander of the Al-Tawhid Brigade, based in Aleppo province 
in August 2013 















“The other adolescent who 
kneels up and looks into the 
camera wearing a t-shirt that 
reads “Super-9” is fourteen-
year-old Luffi Arsi [sic] who 
was in the playground when 
the bomb landed. He died on 
his way to hospital in Turkey.” 

Gemma McAleer, BBC 
Complaints, 2 December 2013

BBC: Lutfi Arsi “died on his way to hospital in Turkey”



27 August 2013 



Lutfi Arsi, Atareb 
Hospital, Syria 
(BBC Saving Syria’s 
Children) 

Lutfii Arsi, Reyhanli
State Hospital, 
Turkey (website of 
Turkish daily 
newspaper 
Hürriyet )





















“The Walkie Talkie can be one of the most 
import[ant] tools used daily on a film set. They 
can ease communication between the crew, 
various departments and help Assistant Directors 
run the set. An Assistant Director without a 
walkie talkie is like a hockey player without a 
stick.”



“I have no idea who the man pictured is” - Tom Giles, 
editor, Saving Syria’s Children, email 22 March 2015



“This video of Robert Stuart is a must see. 
Let me pin my colours to the mast and say 
that I am absolutely convinced that the 
BBC did deliberately and knowingly fake 
evidence of chemical attacks.”

Craig Murray, former British ambassador, 
blog post, 9 March 2016



“It looks suspiciously like 
one scene in particular, of 

people with horrific 
burns, was staged.”

Jonathan Cook, 
8 March 2017



Award-winning digital 
magazine published in 
the United States, with 
over 250,000 Facebook 
fans and over 200,000 
Twitter followers.

“Speaking of atrocity propaganda—very chic these 
days—the eminent BBC joined the club in 2013, 
throwing journalistic integrity to the wind with its 
broadcast of Saving Syria’s Children, a documentary that 
ostensibly showed the aftermath of an incendiary bomb 
raid. According to the report, the Syrian government 
used either napalm or thermite to attack schoolchildren 
in a remote district of Aleppo. The resulting footage, 
filmed in a nearby hospital, is bizarre in the 
extreme, with the alleged burn victims clearly 
taking stage directions from people off-camera. The 
story was dissected and ultimately exposed as a 
sham by journalist Robert Stuart, at which point the 
BBC began removing all traces of the film from 
YouTube, citing copyright issues. No formal retraction 
was ever made, to the BBC’s everlasting shame.”

26 April 2017



February 2017



Victor Lewis-Smith is a British film, television and radio 
producer, a TV and restaurant critic and newspaper 
columnist. He is Executive Producer of the ITV1 National 
Food & Drink Awards.[1] He is a music graduate from 
the University of York.[2] He is a long-standing contributor 
to Private Eye Magazine.
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